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Office Space
Blogger and graphic designer Emily Lex’s 

home office has it all: great looks, tons  
of storage, and serious personality.

by john lonsdale | photos john granen
produced by andrea caughey | styling janna lufkin

Paint tiP 
Trade wall 
color for 
chalkboard 
paint, and 
your notes 
are always 
nearby.

Desk Job
To accommodate the 
needs of her growing 
blog, Emily Lex 
wanted a bigger desk. 
An “ugly, old door” 
from a salvage yard 
and a couple of IKEA 
table legs gave her 
the framework. Paint, 
ribbon, and nailhead 
trim gave her a stylish 
custom table for less 
than $90. 
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Fab Files
For a twist on the 
standard filing 
cabinet, organize 
loose papers with 
magazine racks. Emily 
uses her thrift store 
magazine holders 
(simply labeled with 
tied-on tags) to 
store photo paper, 
cardstock, and other 
bulk paper products. 

lookinG uP
Emily maxxed her 
storage with shelves 
stacked all the way 
up the wall. Boxes 
and bins are artfully 
arranged and labeled 
for grab-and-go access. 
She corrals small 
items by type in little 
baskets or glass jars. 
“It makes it easier to 
find them and to know 
where to put them 
away,” she says.

uncluttereD 
Palette
Sticking to neutral 
containers is Emily’s 
easy trick for a super 
organized look: 
simple and modern, 
with no visual 
distraction. She can 
still mix and match 
types—repurposed 
boxes from a printed 
stationery order, for 
example—as long as 
the colors are similar.

Dresser  
it uP 
Use a piece 
of bedroom 
furniture, such 
as a chest of 
drawers, to 
warm an office. 
Bonus: tons 
of storage!

“I’m one of those 
people who is 
inspired if my  
space looks nice.”

                               Emily Lex 
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shelF liFe
Emily takes full 
advantage of the 
room’s shelf-lined 
closet with see-
through storage 
containers—all well-
labeled, of course! “I 
look in the closet and 
think, ‘OK, what do I 
want to do?’” she says.

clear view
Transparent 
storage means 
supplies are 
easy to find. 

wall Power
Inspired by high- 
end curtains she 
found online, Emily 
drew a pattern and 
made her own stencil 
to create the wall’s 
paint treatment. n

at-home Getaway
With four children, 
Emily says her office 
doubles as a sort of 
retreat. “I think that’s 
really important 
when you have a 
young family and 
lots of commotion,” 
she says. “Instead of 
being a mom or wife 
or anything else, I 
just get to be Emily in 
this room.”

on a roll
Store tall rolls of 
paper and gift wrap 
in a big bucket (this 
one’s actually a cute 
metal wastepaper bin). 
It keeps the paper tidy 
and out where you  
can see and use it. 

Get free 
labels

Download storage labels 
designed by Emily. Choose from 

two designs, which you can 
customize for your own use.
BHG.com/OfficeLabels


