
At your service 
Eddie’s festive but easy 
party flourishes: a small 
bouquet of carnations 
anchored in a floral frog 
on a platter, and on the 
punch bowl, stars made 
from drinking straws (for 
how-to, see page 212).  
To cut stress, he skips hot 
appetizers. “You can do an 
entire cocktail party with 
room-temperature food,” 
he says. His favorites: 
herbed popcorn, spiced 
nuts, wontons, crudités, 
and a cheese sampler.

Lifestyle expert, blogger, and former caterer 
Eddie Ross knows how to party. His foolproof 
plan for a holiday get-together is long on festive 
details but short on stress. 
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All Fun, No Fuss
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Say cheese 
A cheese board, above, is a sure crowd-
pleaser. Eddie’s tried-and-true formula: 
a hard cheese such as Gruyère, a soft 
cheese such as Camembert, and a 
blue cheese such as Gorgonzola. Add 
crackers or bread, fruit such as pears or 
grapes, and preserves or chutney.  

Sweets stand 
Store-bought cookies look like 
something special when nestled 
into a bed of coconut, far left. If you 
have time, dress them up. Sandwich 
shortbread cookies with jam and 
meringues with melted chocolate.    

Branches and blooms 
White blooms plus evergreen sprigs, 
above left, equals a no-fail arrangement. 
Clip greens from the back of your tree 
and spray with faux frost. Tuck into a 
glittery vase that’s—surprise!—a DIY 
project (for how-to, see page 212).  

Flakes to make
Eddie’s cheap and chic table decor: 
snowflakes cut from paper napkins, left. 
Just place our downloadable pattern at 
the napkin’s folded corner, trace it, and 
cut out the design. n

“This time of year, you 
want to make things 
beautiful for friends 
and family. With a good 
game plan, you can 
have a stunning party 
for not a lot of money 
and not a lot of work.” 

                 Eddie Ross 

Free  
patterns! 

Visit BHG.com/PartyBonus 
for the patterns you need to 
make these fun and festive 

snowflake decorations, plus 
bonus projects and videos  

from this party. 
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